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• Language learning and social media

•14 European partners led by University of Luxembourg (dr Katerina

Zourou)

• Polish involvement: SWPS Warsaw (Prof. dr hab. Hanna Komorowska, 

Sylvia Maciaszczyk, M.A., Jarosław Krajka, Ph.D.),  and WSL Częstochowa 

(Małgorzata Kurek, Ph.D.).



Data sources

1. Eurobarometer Flash EB Series #241 report, 2008

2. Students On-Line, PISA, OECD, 2009

3. Eurobarometer Special EB #335 report, 2010

4. Use of ICT in companies and households in 2010, GUS, 2011

5. Information society in Poland 2007-2011, GUS, 2012

6. Social media and language learning: beliefs, attitudes and uses

in Latvia, Poland and Romania research report (Krajka, Kurek, 

Maciaszczyk, Savlovska, Vlad, Zourou 2011)

7. Nation-wide large-scale research of M.A. students’ technology-

related preferences (Krajka, 2012)
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Purposes for Internet 
use

Using e-mail

Searching for 
information about goods
and services

Reading newspapers
online

Searching for 
information about health

Watching TV online

Using bank services

Telephoning and
videoconferencing

Using travel websites

Downloading software

Jobseeking, sending
applications

Selling goods at online
auctions

Purposes for private Internet use



Copying/moving files/folders

Using copy/paste

Sending e-mails with
attachments

Using basic maths functions
in a spreadsheet

Making a webpage

Writing a computer program

Activities performed during computer and Internet use



Number of students per computer for school use, 2002-2010

primary

technical secondary                         

lower secondary  

specialized upper secondary   

upper secondary

basic vocational















Social media in language learning – beliefs, 
attitudes, and uses in LV, PL and RO

• The Internet has already become a staple part of
people’s daily activities, especially among the
young

• Social media can and should be implemented in
educational contexts

• An extremely high proportion of young people
(aged 16-24) are regular computer users (even
higher than the EU-27 average)

• The participants are regular users of social media 
in both native and foreign languages, although
they do not perceive Web 2.0 as a distinct form 
of the Internet

• There is a possible correlation between education
and the level of social media literacy













Use of e-learning platform in B.A. teacher
training programmes
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Teacher views on technology-assisted teaching

• Strong relationship between the use of particular

technologies for personal purposes in L1 and teaching in L2 

• Greater personal use of technology, both in L1 and L2, 

increases teachers’ awareness of their own limitations and

inadequate amount of computer skills to successfully

manage computer-based instruction

• Greater exposure to the Web, resulting in more profound

knowledge of this medium, may make teachers more

sceptical about the effectiveness of its use in teaching
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Teacher autonomy in technology-assisted
teaching

• Computer practices of students in personal L1 use 

(entertainment, information, self-study, etc.) encompass

mainly using online dictionaries and social networking portals

(more than 40% each), with less frequent use of chat and

discussion forums. 

• “Receptive” uses of particular technologies were slightly

more frequent than “participatory” uses, 

• Web 1.0 communication tools such as chat and discussion

forums were more popular than Web 2.0 applications
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Concluding remarks

• Teachers seem to be quite definite about their priorities for 

technology use

• They select objectives that can be classified into a clear model 

(presentation, learner’s self-study, collaborative model)

• The participation in IT classes at the B.A. level does not have

a statistically significant effect on teaching with technology, 

as opposed to technology use in L1

• There is a reverse negative relationship between self-

perceived computer skills and perception of teacher autonomy
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Concluding remarks

• Conditions for ICT use are constantly improving, both in

households and at schools

• Computer-related practices of Polish citizens as well as 

teachers are becoming more and more frequent and

versatile

• Teachers display a higher estimate of their computer skills

• However, the weakest link is CALL teacher training at

higher education institutions – much improvement is

needed in this sphere
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