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Learning & change 

• We live in a fast-changing 

world 

• Our learners’ needs and 

aspirations are changing 

• Our learners’ motivations 

are changing 

 

• A generational shift in 

expectations about 

learning & technology - 

when how and where to 

learn 

 

• Innovative approaches 

can make learning more 

effective, quicker, more 

enjoyable, more 

sustainable.... 
"cellphones are the 

gateways to all of 

human knowledge" 

Ray Kurzweil 

"For our twenty-first 

century kids, technology 

is their birthright" 

Marc Prensky 



Digital Learning for a digital society 

At a recent digital education 

conference, one of the more memorable 

remarks quoted came from a child:  

 

"Whenever I go into class, I have to 

power down."  

 

That roughly translates as: "What I do 

with digital technology outside school - 

at home, in my own free time - is on a 

completely different level to what I'm 

able to do at school.  

 

Outside school, I'm using much more 

advanced skills, doing many more 

interesting things, operating in a far 

more sophisticated way. School takes 

little notice of this and seems not to 

care.“ 

David Puttnam, The Guardian 



21st century skills 

• Ways of thinking 

Creativity & innovation 

Critical thinking, problem  
solving,  decision making 

Learning to learn - curiosity 

• Ways of working 

Communication 

Collaboration 

• Tools for working 

Information literacy 

ICT literacy 

• Living in the world 

Citizenship – local and global 

Lifelong learning 

Cultural awareness and  
competence 

• And: 

• English language proficiency 

 

      Education 3.0 - A new vision of 
learning: 
 
“as an activity not a place, open to 
new people with new ideas, of 
learners “pulling” learning toward 
themselves rather than teachers 
“pushing” learning out” 

Michael Stevenson 



TSL Trends 

• Digital literacy 

• Consume vs. produce 

• Ubiquitous learning 

• Integrated multi-modal 

ecosystem 

• The Flipped classroom 

Learning content channels: 

• Web 

• Handheld/Mobile 

• Radio 

• TV/video 

• Social media 

• Future media 



TSL not ICT 

“I’m not very good 

with technology” 

"At school, you do all this boring stuff, really 

basic stuff, PowerPoint and spreadsheets and 

things. It only gets interesting and exciting 

when you come home and really use your 

computer. You're free, you're in control, it's 

your own world." 

There is an argument that we 

may never be able to prove a 

direct causal link between the 

use of new technology and 

educational achievement. But 

I doubt if anyone would be so 

negative about the impact of 

an earlier technology, the 

printing press, 500 years ago. 

Puttnam 



Evolution of TSL / digital learning 



What language learning can TSL support? 

• Supplemental, 

not core 

• Needs human 

interaction 

• Extends 

learning 

exposure 

• In class 

• Out of 

class 

• Individual 

• Group 

• Teacher led 

• Student led 

• Unlike parents or teachers at their 

age, 21st century students are 

fortunate to have …"the global 

stage" … now offered by the 

Internet. Yet, for the most part 

students are performing on this 

stage completely devoid of 

teacher or adult influence.  

• It is unfortunate that outside of 

school students operate in a 

world where they are interacting, 

publishing, and producing for 

thousands, yet as they enter the 

school building, they have to 

power down and produce work 

usually for an audience of one. 

The teacher. 

The Innovator Educator 



Research – Cooney & Keogh 

Use of mobile phones for language 

learning 

 

•promote oracy in Irish 

•increase student motivation 

through the use of familiar 

technology 

•increase student use of the 4 skills 

- reading, writing, speaking, 

listening 

•investigate the use of ICT in 

assessment 

 

 

Cooney & Keogh 

www.iamlearn.org 

Findings: 

• 67% of teachers said students made 

progress 

• 95% said they enjoyed using the 

technology 

• students regarded the integrated 

technologies as a positive move from 

more traditional methods 

• proved to break down barriers to 

students learning and speaking 

• students abilities to learn 

autonomously were enhanced 

• teachers commented positively on the 

shift from teacher-led to student-led  

learning 

• teachers noticed increased motivation 

and student interest 

 



Course modalities 

New pedagogical models: 

• Online/blended learning 

• ‘Anytime’ learning 

• Flipped classroom 

• Khan academy 

• LMS between classes 

• Handheld between classes 

• BYOD for school resource 

access 

 

Classroom 

External 
world 

Personal 
world 

Techno-
logy 

options 

English 
speaking 

world 



PACER – new teaching/learning model 

 

    We need a technology-enhanced 

pedagogical model: 

 

• Pre-teaching 

•      Authentic input via Handheld 

• Classroom communicative practice 

•      External practice via Handheld 

• Reinforce in classroom 

 

Lesson 1a 

In-class Handheld 
activities 

Lesson 1b 

External 
Handheld tasks 

Lesson 2 



Digital framework - language learning content  

 



The digital classroom 

• Built-in Projector 

• HHL / Netbook class 

set 

• Handheld responders 

 • Digital audio/video from 

teacher PC/laptop 

• Wall-mounted speakers 

• Wi-fi across school 

• External support: website 

portal, Twitter, Facebook 

school communities 

 

 



Learning Management Systems 

• LMS/VLE 

• Resource bank 

• Homework activities 

• Supplemental work 

• Progress tracking 

• ePortfolio 

• Self-access course 

 



Handheld learning 

What is Handheld 

Learning? 

• Using tablets/mobile 

phones in class to study 

language activities – 

exercises, reading, listening 

etc 

• Using student 

laptops/handhelds in class 

for group activity 

• Using tablets/mobile 

phones outside class for 

student self-access 

language practice 

• Using mobile phones ‘in the 

wild’ - to collect data for 

lesson input, record 

interviews etc 

 

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/75/UbiSlate7.jpg


Mobile or Handheld? 

Mobile Handheld 

Phone SIM yes no 

Use in class less likely  - often 

banned 

yes – can be 

managed 

Use out of class yes yes 

Group work for out of class 

tasks, recording, 

data collection 

plus: rich media, 

web research  

Individual study 

activities 

yes – but limited yes 

Courseware less likely yes 



Your own Activity taxonomy 

task individual group 

Consuming: 

Grammar study 

√ 

Self-access quiz √ 

Reading √ 

Listening √ 

Vocabulary √ √ 

Producing: 

recording/interviewing 

√ 

storytelling/writing  √ √ 

phonecasting √ 

phoneblogging √ 

upload & share projects √ 



LearnEnglish Grammar        Listening Practice 

Apps 



1:1 learning - English &  Classmates 

“The students were clearly interested, motivated and 

engaged by the computer based materials, far more 

so than is likely to be the case for traditional 

approaches to teaching.  

 

In the classroom video they seemed to be actively 

exploring the materials whenever they had a chance, 

and they could be seen giving the materials 

concentrated attention when asked to perform tasks 

on the computer.” 



Classroom management 

• Teachers control students’ laptops or tablets from 

the front of the class 

• Task-based activities 

• Groupwork 

• Autonomous learning 

www.Netop.com 



Social media & language education 

" Children now default to 

social media in nearly every 

aspect of their life. They use it 

to communicate with their 

friends, play games and watch 

TV. Our failure to provide 

language learning resources 

must partly be due to teachers 

and parents who either don't 

appreciate or don't understand 

the power of social media. But 

by ignoring social media we 

are missing out on a world of 

opportunities. By refusing to 

engage with our children in 

the digital playground that is 

social media, we will never 

truly understand their needs 

and never fully realise its 

potential as a language 

learning tool." 



Social media channels 

Generic: 

• Facebook 

• Twitter 

• LinkedIn 

• Vimeo 

• YouTube 

• Flickr 

 

Language learning specific: 

• Busuu 

• LiveMocha 

• Palabea 

• iTalki 

 



Five ways you can engage with your pupils on social media 

1. Create a Facebook page that your class can 'like'. Start posting updates to your timeline, 

but not in English. Ask your pupils to translate the text using Facebook's in-line Bing 

translation tool and ask them to gauge its accuracy. 

 

2. Create a Twitter account. Start tweeting in a foreign language, keeping in mind that you 

have a 140 character limit, and see if your pupils can strike up a conversation with you. 

Impose a non-English only reply and retweet rule. 

 

3. Create a YouTube account. Ask each of your pupils to record a video blog, or 'vlog', of 

their hobbies, thoughts or opinions on topical news stories, but speaking only in a foreign 

language. Those who want to have their video uploaded should send it to you first. 

 

4. Create a Pinterest account. Take some pictures of prompt cards, post-it notes or even 

objects with their description in another language and 'pin' them on your boards. You could 

even look for photos of the country, or infographics about languages in general, to help your 

pupils understand more about why they should learn it. 

 

5. Create a blog or Tumblr. Dedicate it entirely to publishing content in the language you 

teach. Show your pupils why you love the language and inspire them to do the same. Ask 

them to write something, however small, and post it for the whole world to admire. 

 

Ryan Owen Gibson: http://www.guardian.co.uk/teacher-network/teacher-

blog/2012/apr/10/language-teaching-social-media 

 



LMS integration  

Multimodal Digital English – integrated learning ecosystem 

Classroom teaching 

FaceTime/ 

VOIP lessons 

Mobile/ 

Tablet  

TV/radio 

Online 

tutoring 

Online self-

access 

Print 

Online 

Community 

Pre/post 

tests 

Public 

exams 

24 

• Digital English online with F2F, self-access, VOIP, mobile and broadcast components integrated 

• All components & channels synchronised & integrated for learning - anytime anyplace 



Future trends 

• Kindle effect 

• Multi-modal ecosystem 

• Translation devices 

• Siri, Nuance 

• Google Glasses 

Microsoft Surface 

Google Nexus 


